Ask a Trainer - Should We Get a Second Dog?
1. The decision to bring a second dog into your home is complex and different for everyone. Most often people are enjoying their single dog and want to multiply the fun. Or, they think their current dog might do well with a buddy. Or, the first dog is connected to one partner and you want a second for the other.  Before you make the jump, here are some questions to ask yourself.

2. Do you have time for a second dog? A second dog more than doubles the time you need to spend with them both - I don't know why - it just does. Ask any Mom with two kids and she'll tell you two kids are way more than twice the work of one.
3. Are you able to afford a second dog - food, vet bills, toys, training ... and what if the new dog has some health problems or needs special food and your costs are greater. Don't just double your current costs - think about a cushion for a dog with different needs.

4. Do you have space for a second dog. Believe me - two take way more space than one especially if there is an adjustment period or worse, if the dogs do not get along. Dogs use space to control their stress and if you have a small home or limited space and the dogs are going to be crowded maybe it needs a rethink.
5. What is your dog's exercise area like. An extra dog means twice the clean up. Can your exercise space handle it? Can you? What if one of the dogs is a poop eater - you never know until the second dog comes in - and you have to be out there immediately to clean up? Can you do this?
6. Do you have space for two kennels? You will want to kennel your dog especially if you go for a puppy, at least until it is house trained.

7. Does your vehicle have space? If you have a small vehicle and your dog is in a seatbelt or kennel - is there room for a second?

8. What kind of dog and from where? A puppy is always an option. Most dogs are fairly tolerate of very small puppies (8-12 weeks); some are certainly better than others. Once the puppy starts to become a teenager though some adult dogs quickly lose patience with the silly behaviour. Are you able to supervise constantly until your puppy is old enough to cope (and your older dog is fully accepting)? 

9. Does your adult dog have some bad habits? Dogs do not copy humans well but puppies do copy adult dogs. How are you going to prevent your puppy from learning your adult dog's bad habits?

10. So, maybe not a puppy but an adult dog? This means you are looking at a rescue. Rescues are hugely rewarding but they may come with special needs or issues. Some people are really good with rescues - they understand the dog's unique needs and provide for them. Some - not so much. If you have experience with rescues you may be better positioned to bring a second in. 
11. Should it be a big dog or a small dog? 

12. Do you know how your dog plays? Is it better with big or small dogs? Knowing how your dog plays will certainly help you to decide on the size and type of dog to rescue. For example, some dogs play really hard and some just cannot cope with that - Ayoka does not mix those dogs together in the daycare and they probably shouldn't be mixed in the home. Try to really think about your dog and match the new one to its play style, stage of development, exercise needs and attention needs. It will make it easier if you do not have to have separate play times, walk times and activity in the home times because the dogs' styles do not suit one another. 
13. What happens if you have to go away or want to go on holiday? If you currently send your dog to a kennel you'll likely do the same with two (boy does it increase holiday costs). If you count on Grandma is she prepared to take two? If not, what is your plan?

Are children in your future? It's tough enough to supervise one with children - that much more difficult to supervise two.

What if your old dog hates the new dog? What are you going to do?

So, lots of questions and lots of thought to be given to the decision. To be honest I am a fan of multiple dogs. I have two and have had as many as seven in the home. Sometimes I asked myself the questions - sometimes I didn't but I had wonderful experiences throughout and wouldn't change it for a minute. On the other hand, I have clients that are really wondering how they got themselves into the problems they are in. The dogs do not get along - to the point of scary fighting - and the owners are attached to both and cannot figure out how to manage. If you rescue a dog and it doesn't work out one of the things to consider is the impact on the dog of being surrendered again. Many of the owners I have talked with have really struggled with this aspect. 
What I have said to people who ask me is consider it very carefully.  If you want a buddy for your dog - remember we do not know what our dogs want - they cannot tell us - we assume they might want a companion - maybe they are perfectly happy with things the way they are. Make sure if this is for you (which I believe it always is) that you can manage both dogs' needs.

Perhaps prepare for the worst and expect the best. 
