Bella and I recently received the following message from one of our class members. 

I think I would like to do the recall class with S. We DEFINATELY need work on that one. Her collar snapped off on Sat. and I spent half an hour chasing her (a big game to her, heart attack for me when she started heading to the street). I had no treats in my pocket, no leash and she had no more collar, so it was very interesting when I did catch up to her... good thing I was wearing a belt to make a temporary collar/leash. HaHa. 


COME only means something to her when she wants it too. She will COME when indoors but outside... no way.  
The class member’s experience highlights what we try to reinforce in all our classes. Teaching your dog to come when called is the most difficult training task you have and it is the one that requires a lifetime of commitment and reinforcement. You cannot teach it and expect your dog to come forever in every situation without constant reinforcement. 

The whole wide world is available to dogs when they are running loose. There are other dogs and people, smells, sounds, filthy things to sniff and eat and their brains just about explode with excitement. In these circumstances you need a ROCK SOLID recall and virtually none of us have one, including Bella and me. 

In our recall class we teach things a bit differently. First we work a lot on relationship – the relationship you have with your dog is critical. If your dog isn’t connected to you and interested in working with you it certainly won’t be inclined to come to you even when the distractions are low. Building relationship is key to having an effective recall.

Second, if you have punished your dog when it has come to you or always called it to you to end its fun – you have a long road ahead of you to establish a working relationship. Your dog has learned that a recall means punishment and/or play time is over. So, why would it come to you?
Third, many owners routinely do something that teaches the dog not to pay attention to you, that is, repeatedly call the dog’s name over and over and over even when it is clear that the dog has no intention of coming. Fido Come, Fido, Fido, Come, Come Fido, Come without the dog even acknowledging your existence means that the dog either never learned the cue to start with or learned that it is a meaningless cue because it was used over and over with no need for response. 
This is a tough challenge but we have a plan.

