Holiday Bite Prevention Tips
Holidays are very stressful for dogs because of changes in routine and the coming and going of visitors. Many dog bites happen at this time of year and children are most often bitten. 
· Teach your children not to approach a dog (even if the dog has been friendly at other times). 
· Teach them to stand still like a tree if the dog comes to them and let the dog sniff. 
· Children can touch a dog only if the dog is wagging and panting and you and the dog’s owner are supervising. 
· If you are an owner, watch your dog’s reaction to visitors. 
· If your dog is overly excited, barking or growling, cowering away, trying to hide or showing signs of anxiety or aggression, the dog should be kept separate from visiting children for the WHOLE TIME the child is visiting. 
· Your dog should have its own place in a crate or another room with toys, a bone to chew on and its special bed or blanket so that it can be happy and comfortable and away from guests. 

· Even dogs who seem happy with visitors should never be alone in the room with visiting children. 
· No preschooler, toddler or baby should EVER be allowed near your dog unless you also have your hands on the dog and can prevent face to face contact between child and dog and can prevent the child from hugging or otherwise bothering the dog.

· Dogs should not be allowed to greet visitors at the door. This is for the safety of the dog and the visitors. Keep the dogs in separate room or crate until the visitors are settled and then allow the dog to say hello if appropriate. If you are not sure about your dog, then leave him confined or keep him on a leash. Make sure that the dog associates visitors with something good for the dog, such as special treats or a stuffed bone.
· If you think there is a problem between your dog and visiting children - THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO WORK ON IT. It is not reasonable to use visiting children to help train your dog. Take preventative measures to ensure that your dog does not have the opportunity to bite and once the holiday season is over seek the help of a dog behaviour specialist who uses positive reinforcement methods to solve the dog's problem.
REMEMBER:
· Put the dog in his crate with a bone or favourite chew toy, at least during the most hectic times – guests arriving and leaving as well as dinner preparation and serving.

· Assign one adult to be in charge of the dog, to watch for signs of stress and protect from unwanted attention from children. Ask about the subtle signs of stress to watch for.

· Assign one adult to supervise each baby or toddler with no other tasks expected.

· Consider kennelling, crating, or keeping your dog/s in another room during large gatherings.

· Supervise at all times
